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I am His beloved daughter, and in me, He is well pleased (Mark 1:10-11)

What does it mean that Jesus is the beloved Son of His Father? (Mark 1:10-11)
In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was

baptized by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on Him. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you, I am well
pleased.” Jesus became Father's beloved son through his obedient
living and doing everything for the poorest of the poor. In His
baptism, we see who Jesus is, but we also begin to learn who we
are as followers of Jesus. In our baptism, that same Voice comes §

to us and says, “You are my Beloved.” When we rise from the
waters of baptism, we are named God's beloved sons and daughters. Towards the end of His ministry, again
God the Father reaffirm Jesus's identity (Mk 9:2-8). This revelation comes amidst challenges, non-
acceptance, and rejection.

In a world filled with all kinds of other voices. In our baptism, God gives us a new name, a new identity, as a
sheer gift. Our new identity has profound implications for the way we understand our lives. Not only at the
time of baptism but time and again in the course of our life as we face real challenges He affirms and reaffirms
our identity. Do we hear and recognise His voice? As the religious life is the fulfilment of our baptismal
commitment, we are doubly joyful of hearing the affirming voice of God. Are we really hearing this voice
amidst our trials and tribulations?

Our Foundress Servant of God Mother Thatipathri Gnanamma

The life of our beloved Foundress Servant of God Mother Gnanamma is a clear witness that she is God's
beloved daughter and He is pleased with her. Her pious life, concerned with the Lord's work by offering her
four sons to work for his kingdom as priests, her self-emptying attitude by offering all her wealth for the new
mission, her alertness in reading the signs of her times, smartness and courageousness in responding to the
needs - cries of girl children, her dedication and hard work and farsighted vision in establishing a school and
boarding home, her firm determination in establishing a women congregation to continue her mission - all
speak volumes to testify that she is a God's beloved daughter and God is well pleased in her.
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In Mother Joseph, everyone was pleased

Arulamma and Agathamma were sent to Bellary in 1873 for their novitiate. Being the sole candidate,
Anthoniamma (Mother Joseph) was closely associated with everything Mother Gnanamma did as they lived,
worked and prayed together. She was deeply edified by the ideals of Mother Gnanamma. She inherited her
vision, sense of commitment, strong belief in Divine Providence and courage. Mother Gnanamma placed her
trust in her. She was convinced that Anthoniamma would be an instrument to realize her vision. Mother
Gnanamma died on 21.12.1874. Her death made Angela, Philomena and Anthoniamma religious orphans.
Anthoniamma was hardly 16 years old and was only a postulant. Within eleven months of the death of Mother
Gnanamma, Sr.Philomena also died on 15.11.1875 leaving Sr.Angela and Anthoniamma as the only
remaining members of the new Congregation. Together, they ran St.Clare's School and the Children's Home.
Sr.Angela began to suffer seriously from stomach pain. Realizing her days were numbered, she entrusted the
Congregation and its mission to novice Joseph and died on 10.03.1876. Novice Joseph was like Abraham in
the Old Testament. God promised to make him a great nation but gave him only one child. It was novice
Joseph's responsibility to continue the School and the Children's Home and to establish the Congregation.
The void of the Congregation was now to be filled by this young novice left at the mercy of sheer inner
strength and power of charism left behind by Mother Gnanamma. In Mother Joseph, God was pleased,
Mother Gnanamma was pleased and our predecessors Srs. Angela and Philomena were pleased. We are called
to live in our Congregation and do our mission the way Mother Joseph lived and did. Then in every one of us,
God, the Congregation, the Church and society will be pleased.

How canIbe abeloved daughter to Him?

Blessed with our identity as 'SSAM', we are sent to do God's
mission in the world. Jesus fulfilled the mission given to Him by
God. That is why, His Father was pleased with Him and said that
he was His beloved Son. We also are sent daily to live out the
callings God has given us. We must live out our faith in our daily
mission in the parish, schools, hospitals and society at large fully,
radically and meaningfully. When we realise that we are set apart |
as God's people to share Christ's ministry in the world and
completely abide by the Will of God, then God the Father will be
pleased in every one of us and say that “You are my beloved

daughter”.

Have you ever heard the voice saying that 'You are my beloved daughter'?

This is the story of a young piano student. His mother, wishing to encourage him bought tickets for a
performance of the great Polish pianist Paderewski. The night of the concert arrived and the mother and son
found their seats near the front of the concert hall. While the mother visited her friends, the boy slipped quietly
away. Suddenly, it was time for the performance to begin and a single spotlight cut through the darkness of the
concert hall to illuminate the grand piano on stage. Only then did the audience notice the little boy on the
bench innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star." His mother gasped, but before she could move,
Paderewski appeared on stage and quickly moved to the keyboard. He whispered to the boy, 'do not quit, keep
playing.' And then, leaning over, the master reached down with his left hand and began filling in the bass part.
Soon his right arm reached around the other side encircling the child to add running notes. Together, the old
master and the young novice held the crowd mesmerized. In our lives too, it is the Master who surrounds us
and whispers in our ears time and time again, 'don't quit, keep playing.' And as we do, He augments and

2



supplements until a work of amazing beauty is created. He is right there with all of us, telling us over and over
'Keep playing'. Yes, have you ever heard the voice saying that "You are my beloved daughter? Don't quit, keep

playing.'

Who are we in our religious life, ministries and institutions?

01.In the religious life

Letus be honest and critical in evaluation. Let us identify how each one of us really feels. Start by figuring out

how we feel about our overall life and mission.

o Amlparticular to a regular and meaningful quiet time with God?

o Dolactively seek to share the Gospel values with others?

o AmIproud of being amember of my Congregation? How do [ express it?

o Dollove my community?

o What is the value of your presence in the Congregation, community and the Church - a mere presence,
or a quality presence?

If we answer the above questions genuinely, coming up with an unfiltered version, it will help us to understand

and conclude the question “am I pleased with my identity as a religious and member of our Congregation?”

02. Through our ministries
Each one of us is assigned to a particular ministry. St.Paul states a characteristic of beloved children of God,
“So then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober” (Thes 5:6). As abeloved child of God, we

should not be indifferent (asleep) to the signs of the times. We should be alert, meaning 'stay awake, be
vigilant, responsible and watchful'. We should be sober, meaning free from illusion and we are aware of the
status of our ministries - education, health care, evangelization social work. Let us ask ourselves the
following questions:

o How efficiently am I carrying out my ministries?

o Ismywork always done on time with a high level of accuracy, quality, commitment, and depth?

o Dolalways lookout for ways to improve and accelerate my work?

o Do I intend to work for quality and growth in our institution and thus build an effective mission?

03. By our community living

Early Christians offer a typical model of perfect community
living (Acts 2:44-47). Every day they devoted themselves to
meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their
homes. They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart,
praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And every
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
We need to take notice that they enjoyed the favour of the people i

around them and God. Simultaneously they experienced the

result, an enormous extension of their number. Our religious

community life too is based on the life of the early Christians.

o Dowereceive the same affirmation from God and the people around us?

o Dolalways go out of my way to help my community sisters?

o Do you understand the importance of having a good name in the community and ministry place?
o AmlIwilfully continuing in disobedience?



o Amleasily impatient?

o Amlactively serving others?

o AmIcommunicating effectively with my sisters?

o CanIhave difficult conversations in a respectful manner?

The answers to these questions will affirm whether 'am I a beloved daughter of God., the Congregation, the
Church and the society at large'. The way we struggle for vocation recruitment has a say in our community
living.

Group activity

Kindly share the experience of having felt that you are God's beloved daughter and He is well-pleased with
you.

Personal reflection
During the Eucharistic Adoration, make a short self-appraisal of what people say about your life and ministry
(asareligious sister, a teacher/health personnel/evangelizer/social worker and so on)
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HHHBHTHTLNUTL  YHEHNHHeUTHMNET — UTIDRLPDHBMUI  LID  DlgHeNTT  elendd  FnmIsmT.
‘Bflerogieled  BIDLIGMSE OCBTEmICLTT DienedeuBD @QEIBTUI  &nlg, [BULL6 2 meumGaudevid, DD
Ubaugded, ReomCeausmiLedlevd e@amrul  QmbEHeuT (H.uewll  2:44-47).  SLeWIL UG — SHILD
O HHOBTEmTL_aITHemeT BTl CHTBID ATHEMTH CFTHHIHOHTHICL RMHHHTT. RNevmalsnild SeuTHeiile0,
Qaiserlal uTDepenBUled LTl DIemLbHHHTEL HTer, HMD L BHOBTa6LTm) DauTHenL el CFTdHaHiH
CaTemiBL RmbHTT. RHIG6 Renmalsit GeuTawered LTl SBIT 6T6aiLISHe GleeMiILTL TS HHeNLDHEHI6TONHI.

BLOH GHIP eUTDenN LoeTUTTener OFUIg UTTUGUTD. HDSETamID alaiTdHendE 2 66 GHTenLOU|L 6T
ugleveMiGuUTLD:

0 UFHGINMHHATHEHHEG HemL_HH LIGHeneol1BLTe0 S6imId HTD Renmeusilil OHHHID, HLOEHID FlDHIHI6TET
el GTeeiL LOHHEHID QLmIESGpToT?

61631 & (WLFFCHETHMBEMHHE 2 H6) (P(PLOGI(LPL6IT 61606V HlENEVHETAID (LpUIsLE EmeurT?

61631 & (LLO(LPLD, LIS &H60(WPLD b6l LD BBOILWIT GuBDIeTensT? @&l60 sl6r LimigeiL| eTeien?
SPUYUTHHBHGLD Hlemevenll BIT6T (L) AL 6, Hlense|L e OHTL T Gmeont?

BIT6dT Qeu@GEHHTID HGHTend Heups eilHasCmeont?

BreT QFwIed FHmer 1BHaITHS LIBmebE 2 Hal CauiaGpet?

61601 B(HHHIBHEM6N, HBLDA BT FHMIDLIL 6763 FCBTHMBEHL 681 LISITHEH O\BmeiasGmenrt?

c O O O O O O

2 WTMoAWTeNSHUL 65T 2_eDJUITL 60H6M6T HBLDHHINGE 6163 HIQITIOTH 2_6T6THT?
BT @enmevesy, FemLUTeD, 6160 GHUOLLHEHI, HHIMUUND, FAPHHIH60 “Dii] H6T HOW, 2 6lieNed
yAiuenL SCmeir” 6163 aUTHSHIUISHH6N 2 _6uiIenLod Heilenoenl GLoBehaemiL eleiTaeEHa BT  LIev6lHH

2 awiih&l OHTeTGeumiD.

GRW&6)FWLUA (R
“‘BTeT GBI  DIBUTTHEH LDH6IT, 6leielled Sewmearsst LANILHL SWIT 616013  FnByml 6160  6UTDAT6D
2 _6WINLOWLITENENS 2 6iTHHl, DI HSHEHHHMMISM6NT BLD & WWFFCHTHMNBEHL 61 L& THEH CBTeTCaurid.
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BBHHMeN  UITHemeUllsd HoemoLUBBIW &l HULT 1genen  611HICITD. L0&E6T  eTamema LB (@
aFflwgrs, simpelwrs, WwEmHHIeUMLIWTeNITS, BBOFUISILIWTENTTS, FpSUILIIWTETITS),  6T6H
QITLDEmEY  LOBEILD UBEMID Lswilulenand GBldHH Fnpleudl eleien slel @ HTelled s1(pHICTD. SFHemen
ATTHM  (PIgeled SReMBOUMIBE ST HNBUITHD  GHMBHMET  HW6NHSHI  HELELVAIBMMBL  OLIHEHH &

Osmeitem DimH6T Gaewing Hein FnmIGeumib.



