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Fourth week of Lent
May our eyes be open
1Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

Today's Liturgical readings speak about our sight. Through Prophet Samuel God teaches us not see the outward
appearance but to look into the heart. Let us take the Gospel reading and reflect it deeply. It is a beautiful Gospel
and there is a great delight in studying. Evangelist John never refers to miracles strictly speaking as miracles; he
always refers to them as signs, because there is so much more that
they signify. Beyond the appearance of what happens on the surface,
they signify that something more spiritual is happening in our lives.
We have to ask ourselves: What does this healing of the blind man
signify forus? Let us keenly look in to it.

Reading: John9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38

There were four encounters the blind man had with four different
people that gave him new insight just as we might imagine our
encounters and experiences with people and events in life give us
new insight through hindsight.

1. Neighbours

The first people who encounter this man born blind (but who can now see) are his neighbours. His neighbors are
people accustomed to see him. When we think of the neighbors, we normally categorize people and make
assumptions and have prejudice about them. They asked of him, “Isn't this the fellow who used to sit here and
beg?” Finally, the man himself'said, “Yes. | am the one all right.” And then they said to him, “How are your eyes
opened?” And he answered, “That man they call Jesus healed me.” At this point we see that the blind man saw
Jesus only as a man - an extraordinary man but a human. From this point, his faith will grow but not easily. He
grows through a struggle of encounters with other people that will challenge him and contest everything he states
and believes.

2. Pharisees

This is especially true for the next people he meets called the Pharisees. Pharisees were the religious lay group of
the day who were the enlightened ones because they studied the Scriptures and they thought they knew the truth.
They were arighteous people but unfortunately, as we will learn, they were self-righteous than God-right.

They took the man who had been born blind to the Pharisees who began to inquire how he recovered his sight.
Some of the Pharisees asserted, “This man (Jesus) cannot be from God because he does not keep the Sabbath.”
Let us notice now that the Pharisees are the blind ones who do not see Jesus for who He truly is. Then the
Pharisees addressed the blind man, “What do you have to say about him?”” The blind man now can see that Jesus
is a prophet. We can see the blind man's vision improving, he now calls Jesus a prophet from God. John is setting
up this contrast between the man born blind (who can now see) and the Pharisees who thought they could see so
perfectly but were just growing increasingly blind through the cataracts of their own pride and prejudice. We
must be aware of the Pharisee in us; the tendency to think we see it so perfectly and fail to recognize our own
blind spots.
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3. Parents

The man is led to his parents and the Pharisees ask them, “How do you account for the fact that he can now
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son. We know that he was blind at birth but how he can
see now or who opened his eyes, we have no idea. Ask him!” Evangelist John writes, his parents answered in
this fashion because they were afraid of the Jews who had already agreed that anyone who acknowledged
Jesus as the Messiah would be expelled from the synagogue. We must see that sometimes, like the parents of
the blind man, we are afraid to look at truth as it truly is and what it calls us to see and say; to be and become.
But the blind man himself - again he was a model disciple - has no fear for what he has seen and even under
the criticism of the Pharisees, speaks boldly and says, “If this man (Jesus) were not from God, he could never
have done such a thing.” With that, the Pharisees threw him out bodily. It was not just a matter of being kicked
out of their “church” but out of their whole family and their whole community. They would have been totally
alienated from any sense of their economic security and well-being; they paid a great price for truth. For the
man born blind, not only does he recognize Jesus as a great prophet, but he himselfis becoming a prophet: one
who speaks the truth and tells it as he sees it and says itas itis.

4. Jesus

The fourth encounter is the most beautiful encounter: the blind man with Jesus himself. When Jesus heard of
the man's expulsion, Jesus sought him out and asked him, “Do you believe in the son of God?”” And the man
answered, “Who is he sir that I may believe in him?” and Jesus said, “You have seen him.” It means you have
experienced him. You know him. He is speaking to you now. And the man said, “I do believe.” Believing is
seeing and he bows down to worship Jesus and that's the proof of his recognition. He saw Jesus as truly the
Son of God for he bowed down to worship him.

There is the great insight of this Gospel. His sight leads him to stand before Jesus. We too want to see Jesus and
to see through the eyes of Jesus how He looks on us, looks on others, and looks on our life. Ironically the
Gospel ends with the Pharisees asking the question - and pay attention to the use of irony here that John the
evangelist loves to use. They asked Jesus, “Do you think that we are blind?” And Jesus in effect says, “You're
worse than blind because you even refused to see.” It is one thing to be blind, but it's even worse to refuse any
insight to see atall.

Remember the Gospel began then by the disciples asking the question, “Is this blindness caused by sin?”” John
ends his Gospel by saying, “No, this physical blindness is not caused by sin, but spiritual blindness.” Spiritual
blindness is caused by sin and this is the sin that Jesus wants to cure. This is the blindness that Jesus wants to
heal. What a great story!

Lenten lessons we need to take to our life.

A) We admit that we are all a little blind; that none of us can claim to always see the full picture or have the full
understanding. We all work from limited viewpoints. Unless we make allowances for our blind spots we will
come crashing down, colliding with other people and worse yet with God and God's will for our life. One
synonym for blindness is stubbornness, closed or narrow mindedness. Pride or prejudice. Is not that one of the
worst ways of not seeing people as God sees: prejudice or pride. Pride makes us feels superior. A sense of
inferiority blinded to our self-worth and blinded to how God sees us so wonderfully and lovingly.

B) If we recognize our own blind spots and we need to make compensation for them. Where do we to go for
insight? we need to ask Jesus. We too are born with a handicap - a human condition - of needing God's divine
intervention to show us the way through life. We look for God's guidance as much as a blind man would need
the guidance of another to walk him along. Jesus gives us insight through significant people in our lives,
especially our family and our close friends who know us and love us and see us from an objective perspective.
We need to seek them out and ask for their honest feedback and for their critical suggestions. We need to go to
them to ask and trust that God will speak to us through them. He wants to give it to us just as He gave sight to
the blind man.

C) Finally, this last point is important but it is hard to hear and to do. Look at the parents in this Gospel. Their
mistake was that they did not have tough love. They didn't speak the truth as they knew it. To not cause waves
or make any difficulties - and worst yet, to save themselves from trouble - they backed off and kept their
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mouths shut. These parents represent many of us - if not all of us from time to time - when in our own
community, in our workplace, and in our own world we fail to speak the truth to one another in love. We need
to speak the truth honestly with humility and always with charity and sensitivity in love. But often, we believe
the truth sets us free. It certainly did for this blind man.
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Fifth week of Lent
New Life
Ezekiel 37:12-14, Romans 8: 8-11, John 11: 3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b - 45

Death and New life (Resurrection) are the two sides of the same coin. Unless you die you can't raise to new
life. Death is the great enemy, though many of us live in denial of it. Modern culture tries to hide death.
Corpses go straight to the morgue or the funeral home - out of sight and out of mind. Fewer have witnessed a
person actually die. We would rather not think about death, we don't like to talk about it, and we'd prefer to
pretend it won't happen to us. Mother church invites us to reflect on 'new life.'

The theme of the readings of this 5" week of Lent is God's gift of spiritual awakening and transformation that
leads to "new life" in an intimate covenant relationship with God. In the firstreading (Ezekiel 37:12-14) God's
Promise of a Bodily Resurrection. God promised His people, suffering in the Babylonian exile, that one day
He would send His Spirit to gather and reconcile His scattered and divided people, resurrecting them to "new
life" that is beyond the limits of physical life.

In the second reading (Romans 8: 8-11), St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome that Christ makes it possible
to live "according to the Spirit" of God. He emphasizes that only those reborn in the Spirit of God through the
Sacrament of Baptism can truly belong to Him and have the right to be called children in the family of God.
Paul wrote that living in the spirit of Christ causes Christians to look forward to being alive in a way that
makes earthy life a pale counterfeit kind of living. Life in the Spirit is a long-term investment that will reap
enormous benefits because God stands behind that investment.

The raising of Lazarus from the dead is a sign of Jesus' victory over death that He accomplished in His bodily
resurrection from the grave. Itis a sign of the hope of the promised "new life" that awaits all of us who follow
Christ by submitting to a spiritual rebirth through water and the Spirit in the Sacrament of Baptism. Itis also
the promise of the bodily resurrection of the dead at the end of time when Christ returns to claim His Church
andraise her to glory (1Thes4:13-16; 5:23; Rev 20:11-15).

Reading: John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45

The Resurrection of Lazarus

Jesus' friends, Mary, Martha, Lazarus lived in the village of
Bethany on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. Bethany ,
means 'house of grace' and it was about two Roman miles from [
Jerusalem (Jn 11:18). It is the sixth of Jesus' public "signs" @
recorded in the Gospel of John. St. John presents the resurrection 5
of Lazarus as a historically accurate event that took place in the
village of Bethany on the Mount of Olives sometime between
December and March of year AD 30. Lazarus' means "God |
helps". Few months after the Lazarus' resurrection, Jesus stopped
with His disciples to have a Sabbath meal with this family the day
before He entered Jerusalem on what we call "Palm" or "Passion
Sunday" (Jn12:1-12).




John 11 begins with a sick Lazarus. His sisters Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus to come to Bethany (John
11:1-3). But Jesus does not go right away. He delays. In fact, he waits two days - until Lazarus is dead (John
11:4-7,11, 14) - because he knows exactly what he is about to do.

Grieving with Hope

Martha's words to Jesus must have been hard to hear: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died” (John 11:21). Given his great power and the signs he has performed already, Martha believed that Jesus
could have prevented Lazarus's death. But what she says next is extraordinary: “But even now I know that
whatever you ask from God, God will give you™ (John 11:22). Martha does not know the end of this story. She
has no idea what Jesus is about to do and she does not expect him to raise Lazarus from the dead. And yet she
expresses hope even after death has occurred. It is as though she is saying, “I don't know what you can do now,
Jesus, but I have hope that you can do something.”

Jesus immediately comforts Martha by saying, “Your brother will rise again” (John 11:23). He tells her
exactly what He plans to do, but Martha misunderstands: “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day” (John 11:24). While she misses Jesus's direct meaning, her response is a good one. She expresses
hope through theology. Martha holds to the Jewish belief in the resurrection of the dead that will occur on the
last day (Daniel 12:1-2; John 5:28-29). Neither Martha nor Mary knew that the story would end with a
resurrected Lazarus. Mary saw death as the end, but Martha put her faith and hope to work together with a
trust that Jesus could always do something. We should be more like Martha. Yes, Martha of Bethany is an
example of the model Christian. She responds in faith, love, and obedience to Jesus' teachings in her
profession of faith in Him.

'Unbind him and let him go.'

Biblical scholar, St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (354-430), saw the resurrection of Lazarus as a sign of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. In Christian art found in the catacombs in Rome dating from the 17, 2" and 3"
centuries, there are over 150 representations of the raising of Lazarus symbolizing the gift of the life of grace,
which comes through the priest in this Sacrament. St. Augustine gave a beautiful analogy comparing Lazarus
coming alive out of the dark tomb to the repentant believer through confession who "comes forth" from the
darkness of sin and into the light of grace. He wrote: "For what does come forth mean if not emerging from
what is hidden, to be made manifest. But for you to confess is God's doing; he calls you with an urgent voice
by an extraordinary grace. And just as the dead man came out still bound, so you go to confession still guilty.
In order that his sins be loosed, the Lord said this to his ministers: 'Unbind him and let him go." What you will
loose on earth will be loosed also in heaven" referring at the end to Jesus' command giving authority to His
ministers to bind and loose sins in John 20:22-23.The Sacrament of Reconciliation is the way to begin to
revive and reclaim your "new life" in the Spirit.

Takeaway lessons

e Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in Him. Have
we seen, and do we believe? Are we like Martha, Mary, and their friends who believed in Jesus
and came into His "Light," embracing His promise of "new life"? or are we like the chief priests, scribes,
and Pharisees who saw but refused to believe and remained in darkness? (2 Cor 6:2).

e Thehealing love of God is revealed through His actions.

- Do we love and care for my community sisters and friends, the way Jesus cared for these three friends?

- Amlableto cry with others and to be present to them in their suffering?

e “Unbind him and let him go free.” What are those fears, attitudes, addictions from which we need the Lord
to free us by raising us up? Do I frequently receive the sacrament of reconciliation?

e Do I believe that whatever seems dead in me - my faith, my perspective, my waning hope, my ability to
love-can be brought back to life by the power of Jesus Christ at work in me?

Community sharing
In our past life we might have undergone a number of griefs. Have we ever 'grieved with hope' like Martha.
Letusrecall that event and share with our sisters and strengthen our faith.
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